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Introduction
On 6 November 1961, Bundesnachrichtendienst (BND, Federal Intelligence Service of Germany) staffer Heinz Felfe (1918 Felfe ( -2008 ) was arrested at the BND Headquarters in Pullach under accusation of spying for the Soviet Union. Over a period of 10 years, the former chief inspector, a member of the NSDAP (National Socialist German Worker's Party), SSObersturmführer (Senior Storm Leader) in the Sicherheitsdienst (SD) of the Reichsführer-SS (Security Service of the Reichsführer-SS) and staffer at Reichssicherheitshauptamt (RSHA, Reich Security Main Office) worked for the BND and its predecessor organization, the Organization Gehlen, in his last capacity in a senior position in the BND Branch in charge of counterintelligence/Soviet Union. For 10 years, he and his ex-SD fellow soldier and BND colleague Hans Clemens spied for the Soviet secret service against the foreign intelligence service of West Germany. In 1963, Felfe was sentenced to 14 years in prison for high treason. In 1969, he was exchanged for other Western agents. He moved to the German Democratic Republic (GDR), where he finally was awarded a professorship for criminal science in East Berlin in 1973. Until now, the case of Heinz Felfe is considered to be That was how Heinz Felfe described the period between his release from British war captivity in fall 1946 and being hired as Soviet agent in fall 1951, when he studied law and political science at Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-University in Bonn. 5 Not only in his sociopolitical legitimation, but also in his curriculum vitae, he wrote that at a later stage in the GDR, in his capacity as external professor for criminal science at Humboldt University in East Berlin, he remained the Communist he had been since his early student days. Indeed, he had already been a founder member of a university student society, an offshoot of the Communist Party of Germany (KPD), at Bonn University. At that time, he attended vocational courses in East Germany. Heinz Felfe worked also as a freelance correspondent for the KPD paper, was member of the "Nauheimer Kreis" (Nauheim Circle) and the "Kulturbund zur demokratischen Erneuerung Deutschlands" (Cultural Association of the GDR). 6 By his own account, he tried to meet as many people in the KPD scene as possible hoping that those contacts would serve him in the future. That is why he traveled so often to the Soviet Occupation Zone (SOZ). Following that phase of self re-orientation, he finally graduated. After a short phase in a law firm, Felfe worked for the Federal Ministry of Intra-German Relations, before Moscow wanted him to join the Organization Gehlen. His spying mission had begun.
However, that self-reflection is not the truth and was retroactively red-washed, because Heinz Felfe did not approach the KPD out of political conviction. He did not travel to the GDR out of his global political beliefs and had by no means turned into a staunch Communist whose spying for Moscow was just the logical consequence of that development process -as an act of self-fulfilment. Because, as of the second half of the 1940s, Heinz Felfe worked for almost three years for the British secret service. 7 And his mission was to spy out Communist activities at Bonn University and the KPD in the British Occupation Zone (BOZ) and/or in North Rhine-Westphalia. His British commitment was first unearthed after his trial and was covered by contemporary Western reporting. 8 In an interview in Der Spiegel, the weekly German magazine, on 24 March 1986, Heinz
Felfe was directly confronted with the question of how his transformation into the "socialist humanist" -as he liked to refer to himself -was compatible with spying for London at the same time. 9 He replied evasively, saying that he had used every opportunity for traveling to the GDR in order to find a "permanent link" to Moscow. The following is a content-related description of Heinz Felfe's activities for the British secret service at Bonn University and against the KPD and helps to explain his motivation at the time. An overview of his statements in biographical order shows that his spying activity for Moscow was by no means the result of his transformation into a hardline Communist.
Anti-Communist is looking for a job 21 In June 1945, intelligence work was reorganized and authorized in the BOZ. In 1945/46, the units of the "Secret Intelligence Service," better known as "MI6" were transformed into the "Intelligence Division" of the CCG/BE. 22 For the military government, the restitution and maintenance of public order enjoyed top priority. That included monitoring ex-National Socialists as well as military groups and their networks with right-wing, nationalist, and/or separatist tendencies. All in all, the British were very skeptical as to whether the Germans were capable of supporting democracy. 23 Any threat to the upcoming democratization was in the focus of the intelligence agencies. 24 In addition to threats in the form of right wingers, any Communist activity and the influencing role played by the Soviet Union were also scrutinized. That is why not only Communist groups but also legally operating parties such as the KPD were put under surveillance. In contrast to the politically and morally shaken German society, Communists were considered to be homogeneous, welltrained, and Moscow-controlled activists of conviction.
25
For their collection of intelligence information, the British made massive use of German intelligence agents and/or trusted men, the so-called "V-Männer" (sources). 26 Felfe himself was hired as a source. As paid informant, he operated in the BOZ for the local military government. His case officer went by the name of Mr Cutter. Felfe received missions from him and reported to him. In the first months of his activity as a British informant, he usually prepared weekly reports, drawing conclusions about the Communist activities he observed. At a later stage, he prepared incident-, individual-, and subject-related reports.
27
The British military government meticulously controlled the transformation process of the ex-NS society on its way to democracy, with the focus being on education. 28 Since early 1947, the responsibility for university education was mostly back in the hands of German authorities. That is why the interest towards information and control requirements of the British about political activities at the universities were relatively high. He made assessments about the prospects of the student association's efforts, stating "that the event failed to win over any of the attending students for Communism." 47 At the beginning of the winter semester of 1948/49, "Marxistischer Studentenzirkel" was renamed "Studentenzirkel zum Studium des Marxismus" (Student Society to study Marixism). 48 That was intended to underline a more open orientation as far as party policy was concerned and to attract more students who might be interested. At the time, the Communist circle included, in addition to the leaders around Klesper, Jakobi-Brohmann, and Felfe, only four other active members. So, the basic problem of the student society was the low number of members and the lack of political commitment for the Communist agenda among the students, because the events of the student grouping attracted only few visitors, according to a report by Felfe dated 17 December 1948. 49 In early November 1948, unreliable and inactive members were turfed. Felfe provided a detailed list of members and of their addresses. 50 For the political activation and ideological training of the student group, training and discussion nights at two-week intervals were introduced at Meckenheimer Straße in Bonn on Tuesdays 7:15 pm. As part of his mission, Heinz Felfe attended every event. For example, on 2 November, the "idealistic and materialistic view," two weeks later "dialectic materialism" and on 30 November, "historical materialism" were discussed.
But those measures also failed to significantly motivate the students. In the winter semester of 1949/50, Heinz Felfe described the student society, whose base among the students had never been very large, as having "failed to leave the embryo stage." 51 In the summer semester of 1950, on 25 June, the "Studentenzirkel zum Studium des Marxismus" was disbanded because of a lack of members. 52 At the time, Heinz Felfe had already given up his studies at Bonn University and the British secret service had already dropped Felfe as informant.
Heinz Felfe and the KPD
With his KPD membership, Heinz Felfe had not only underpinned his cover story as a Communist student but also gained access to the KPD at the local and Land levels. 53 The British secret service itself assessed his intelligence access to and his knowledge about the KPD as positive even if Felfe had no access to the KPD leadership level. In an "Intelligence Report" from 1947, he confirmed that "we can safely say that we know what we want to know about the organization, methods and plans of the KPD up to district board." 54 Heinz Felfe, the informant, had helped to collect information about the KPD. Traveling agent in the SOZ "I have always been interested in the courageous beginning of my fellow-nationals in the East, who started building a really free, democratic and peace-loving German state, the GDR" read a publication by Heinz Felfe about his allegedly incipient political interest in the development of the SOZ in the late 1940s. 64 "I traveled many times also into the SOZ in order to participate in vocational semesters at Jena and Leipzig University or in other events, because I was interested in local development," he added. 65 He detailed his voyages to the Goethe festivities on the occasion of After collecting intelligence on the KPD under his cover as Communist student in Bonn and North Rhine-Westphalia, he succeeded in extending his intelligence radius to the SOZ. Using his university and KPD contacts, he initiated an invitation to an international vocational course in Georgenthal Thuringia, which was conducted by Deutsche Verwaltung für Volksbildung der sowjetischen Besatzungszone Deutschlands -Abteilung Hochschulen und Wissenschaft -(German administration for public education in the SOZ -department for universities and science) in cooperation with the student council of Jena University, between 21 August and 9 September 1948. On 9 August, Felfe and his fellow student Robert Klesper headed out for East Germany. Heinz Felfe reported at length about border-crossing procedures, the places he went to in the SOZ, such as Leipzig, where he should meet Prof. Dr Walter Markov, or East Berlin, where he was invited to a vocational course by the Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED) Zentralsekretariat (Central Secretariat). 67 He wrote a detailed report about the group of participants and his contact persons.
He proudly reported to his case officer that he quickly won the trust of the head of the vocational course "so that I had the chance to appropriately influence the anti-Communist students without being noticed. I was largely responsible for the collapse and the harsh split between participants from East and West." 68 According to that report, Heinz Felfe made in some cases even subversive efforts to agitate against Communism in the SOZ. The British secret service found his reports from fall 1948 about his stay in the SOZ so very interesting that the organization sent him as "traveling agent" to two more events in Eastern Germany. 
Conclusion
Heinz Felfe, who as SD officer was interrogated also during his war captivity by the British secret service and identified as anti-Communist, offered his services as agent in Bonn due to a lack of alternatives after the end of the war. In the subsequent years, he first collected information about Communist activities at Bonn University and, starting from there, about the KPD in North RhineWestphalia. He successively extended his mission up to the KPD faction at Parliamentary Council and Bundestag. He also used his KPD contacts in order to collect information about political organizations in East Germany, with priority laid on their Western contacts. However, he failed to deliver strategic information. In most cases, he provided simple information on individuals and occupancy plans or finished protocols of Communist events. The quality of the information to which he had access and his reports deteriorated significantly over the years, the more so when he shifted from the Marxism Student Society to KPD leadership.
After his exchange to the GDR, the Heinz Felfe story was used by Moscow in a propagandistic way as political parable: a National Socialist who has seen the errors of his ways and who as a student has understood the superiority of Communism. However, in reality, Heinz Felfe was just another British spy who played the Communist for cover reasons -without being "purified."
In 1949/50, Heinz started his parallel work as an agent also for the so-called "Informationsstelle" (Information Office) in Düsseldorf, the predecessor organization of "Landesamtes für Verfassungsschutz" (State Authority for the Protection of the Constitution) in North Rhine-Westphalia. The British secret service learnt about it. 96 As he contacted two ex-SD fellow soldiers from Dresden from the 1940s, both of whom were suspected of cultivating contacts with intelligence services, Heinz Felfe was finally dropped in 1950 as agent by the British secret service. His loyalty was massively questioned by the British side. One of the ex-fellow soldiers was the former SS Senior Storm Leader and SD member Helmut Proebsting. Both men were together in British war captivity before Proebsting fled to the Netherlands. 97 The other person was the aforementioned ex-SS Senior Storm Leader Hans Clemens. Felfe had tried in vain to recommend him to the British secret service as an agent. In early 1950, Clemens was hired by the Soviet secret service. It is noteworthy that agent Felfe had reported about both men and their then intelligence environment to the British secret service, including the information that Hans Clemens had been hired by the Soviets. 98 However, at the time, the British secret service had no longer considered Heinz Felfe to be trustworthy and dropped him as an agent and no longer followed Clemens' activities as Soviet spy. We all know how the story went on. One year later, Heinz Felfe also decided to work for the Soviets as a spy and penetrated, as Hans Clemens had done before, the Organization Gehlen and/ or the BND. 
